NAPOLEON:  THE  LAST  PHASE
I am here to guard him, and not to dine with him." On no other occasion was the option open to Mont-chenu or the commissioners. It was their last and only chance.
Montchenu, the French commissioner, took himself the most seriously, and, therefore, in this absurd commission, was by much the most absurd. His appointment is said to have been the revenge of Talleyrand for all that he had endured at the hands of Napoleon. "It is my only revenge, but it is terrible/' he said. " What torture for a man like Napoleon to be obliged to live with an ignorant and pedantic chatterbox. I know him; he cannot endure such a boredom; he will become ill, and die as before a slow fire/' As we have seen, however, this subtle vengeance failed in its object, for Montchenu never once succeeded in inflicting himself on the captive. In early life he had known the Emperor, when Napoleon was a subaltern at Valence in a regiment of which Montchenu was lieutenant-colonel, and when both were rivals for the affections of Mile, de Saint Germain, who, however, preferred M. de Montalivet, whom she married, to either. He seems to have retained this amorous complexion at St. Helena, and his conversation, as reported by Gourgaud, appears to consist entirely of indecorous observations and immoral advice. He endeavored to "embrace Mrs. Martin/' whoever she may have been. He sent Lady Lowe a declaration of love in eight pages, which Lady Lowe offered to show Gourgaud. His fatuity was only equalled by his vanity. He boasted at large about his success with English ladies. Some four thousand he has known; he intimates that "they were not cruel/' Montchenu appeared to have pleas-
152eply: " Tell your master thatowed
